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dĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�
ƚƌƵĞ�ŽĨ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕�ĂƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĞͲďŽŽŬƐ͕�ĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚĂďůĞ�ŵƵƐŝĐ͕�ƐƚƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ�ƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ŵŽǀŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬƐ�ŚĂƐ�ĞǆƉůŽĚĞĚ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉůŽƐŝǀĞ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�
ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ƐŽ�ĨĂƌ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞůƵĚĞĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϱϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĞŶƌŽůůĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�<ͲϭϮ�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�ƐƉŝƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ψϱ͘ϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƟůů�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƵƉ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ϳ�ƚŽ�ϭϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽůĚ͘�/Ŷ�
ϮϬϭϮ͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶͶŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƌŵͶƚŚĂƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ �Žƌ�ŽƉƚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŝŐŚͲƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘

dŚĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂŶǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚŝƐ͗�dŽŽ�ĨĞǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞǆƉůŽŝƟŶŐ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŝŶ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌƉĞƚƵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐͲŽůĚ�
ƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬͲĐĞŶƚƌŝĐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉ�
ŝƐ�ǁŝĚĞŶŝŶŐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐͶŚŽǁ�ǁĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞ͕�ǁŽƌŬ͕�
ůĞĂƌŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂǇͶĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ŬŝĚƐ͘

EŽŶĞƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�if�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŝŵĂŐŝŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬ�ǁŝůů�ƉĞƌŵĞĂƚĞ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�
ďƵƚ�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ĨĂƐƚ͘�

�ƌŵĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĐŽƐƚͲĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵƟŶŐ�ĚĞǀŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ Ɛ͛�
ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂŶǇ͘��ŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�
ĐĂŶ�ĞĂƐŝůǇ�ďĞ�ŬĞƉƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ůŝǀĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉƌŝŶƟŶŐ�Žƌ�
ƌĞĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ƉƌŝŶƚ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬ͘�/ƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĂŶǇƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶǇǁŚĞƌĞ͕�
ďŽƚŚ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŋŝŶĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͕�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͕ �Žƌ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŝƚ͘�
/ƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘��ŶĚ͕�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĐĂŶ�
ďĞ�ĨĂƌ�ƌŝĐŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚĞǆƚ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚŝŐŚͲĚĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐƐ͕�ǀŝĚĞŽ�ĐůŝƉƐ͕�
ĂŶŝŵĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ƐŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕�ǀŝƌƚƵĂů�ůĂďƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͘�/ŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ĮƫŶŐ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�Įƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͘

dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ŽĨ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŝƚƐ�ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ͘��ƌƵĐŝĂů�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�
ĂƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�;K�ZͿ͕�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂů�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ůŝĐĞŶƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƌĞĞ�ƵƐĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞͲƉƵƌƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�
ŝŶ�ƉĞƌƉĞƚƵŝƚǇ͘
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State Educational Technology  
Directors Association (SETDA) 

Serve, support, and represent U.S. state 
and territorial directors for educational 
technology. 
 
Mission to build and increase the capacity 
of state and national leaders to improve 
education through technology policy and 
practice. 
 
Forum for: 
•  Advocacy for policy and practice 
•  Professional learning 
•  Inter-state collaboration 
•  Public-private partnerships 
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  Standards	
  
	
  

③ 	
  Student	
  Demographics	
  &	
  Preferences	
  
	
  

④ 	
  Technology	
  InnovaBon	
  
	
  

⑤ 	
  Intellectual	
  Property	
  InnovaBon/Open	
  	
  
EducaBonal	
  Resources	
  (OER)	
  

	
  

⑥ 	
  Budget	
  pressures	
  

 4 Out of Print: Reimagining the K-12 Textbook in a Digital Age

�ǇůĂŶ�ƵŶƉůƵŐƐ�ŚŝƐ�ƚĂďůĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƚƐ�ŝƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ŬŶĂƉƐĂĐŬ͘�,Ğ�ĚĞĐůŝŶĞƐ�ŚŝƐ�ŵŽŵ͛Ɛ�ŽīĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ůŝŌ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚŚŝƐ�
ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͘�tŝƚŚ�ŶŽ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƵů�ĐůŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ϮϬ�ƉŽƵŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ďŽŽŬƐ͕�ŚĞ͛Ě�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ǁĂůŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ďƵĚĚǇ͘�tŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŐĞƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕��ǇůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚ�ĐŚĞĐŬƐ�ŽƵƚ�Ă�ŶĞƚďŽŽŬ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝďƌĂƌǇ͕�ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Śŝŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ͛ůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͛Ɛ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƐĞƌǀĞƌ�ŐŝǀĞƐ�Śŝŵ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ĮůĞƐ͘

�ǇůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ŚŽŵĞƌŽŽŵ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƚĞůůƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ƟŵĞůŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�
ƐŚŽǁ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďŽƌŶ͘��ǇůĂŶ�ŽƉĞŶƐ�ƵƉ�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ůĞƐƐŽŶ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�
ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƌĞƉŽƐŝƚŽƌǇ�ďǇ�ŚŝƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽǀĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƚĞƐƚ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ǁĂƐ�
ůŝĐĞŶƐĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�Ă��ƌĞĂƟǀĞ��ŽŵŵŽŶƐ�ůŝĐĞŶƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ŚĂƐ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ƚŽ�ĐŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘��ǇůĂŶ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ƐŚƵƩůĞ�ŇŝŐŚƚ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�
ƟŵĞůŝŶĞ͘�,Ğ�ĐůŝĐŬƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�hZ>�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƐƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ůŝŶŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽůͲĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐŚŽǁƐ�Ă�ǀŝĚĞŽ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�E�^�͘

tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ĚĂǇ͛Ɛ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�
ĂƌƚƐ�ĂƐƐŝŐŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ǀŝĂ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘��ǇůĂŶ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ƚƌŽƵďůĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌĂƉŚƌĂƐŝŶŐ͘�dŽ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ͕�ƐŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵƐ�ĂŶ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
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Out of Print: Reimagining the K-12 Textbook 
in a Digital Age 

 

http://www.setda.org/priorities/digital-content/out-of-print/  

SETDA issued a 
landmark report on shift 

to digital content in 
September 2012. 

 



Out of Print:  Report Highlights 

•  Reimagining the K-12 Textbook: The Opportunity 
 

•  The Digital Difference 
•  Profiles in State Instructional Materials Leadership 
•  Success Factors for Making the Shift to Digital 

Content 
•  Recommendations to Address K-12 Instructional 

Materials Needs 
 

•  Key Questions to Address in Adopting Digital 
Instructional Materials 
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  that	
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  domain	
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  have	
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  released	
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  others.	
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The	
  5	
  Rs	
  of	
  OER	
  

Reuse	
  —	
  copy	
  verbaBm	
  

Redistribute	
  —	
  share	
  with	
  others	
  

Revise	
  —	
  adapt	
  and	
  edit	
  

Remix	
  —	
  combine	
  resources	
  

Retain	
  —	
  make,	
  own,	
  &	
  control	
  copies	
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OER	
  are	
  not	
  one	
  specific	
  type	
  of	
  resource	
  

Image	
  and	
  audio	
  resources	
  
Books	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain	
  
Video	
  and	
  audio	
  lectures	
  
InteracBve	
  simulaBons	
  

Game-­‐based	
  learning	
  programs	
  
Lesson	
  plans	
  
Textbooks	
  

Online	
  course	
  curricula	
  
Professional	
  learning	
  programs	
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Cost	
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  materials	
  

CollaboraBon	
  and	
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Challenges	
  with	
  OER	
  

Finding	
  target	
  resources	
  

Access	
  and	
  security	
  issues	
  

District	
  policies	
  that	
  don’t	
  recognize	
  OER	
  as	
  an	
  opBon	
  

EvaluaBng	
  quality	
  and	
  alignment	
  



Reviewing	
  OER	
  

Help	
  educators	
  select	
  high	
  quality	
  materials	
  

Provide	
  informaBon	
  for	
  materials	
  adopBons	
  

IdenBfy	
  gaps	
  in	
  Common	
  Core	
  alignment	
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What	
  OER	
  to	
  review?	
  

Unlimited	
  access	
  and	
  redistribuBon	
  

Permission	
  to	
  adapt	
  

Defined	
  content	
  area	
  and	
  grade	
  band	
  scope	
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Reviewers	
  Comments	
  

How	
  to	
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  quality?	
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Presentation Roadmap 

Guiding Statement for the Discussion: States need modern frameworks for evaluating 
digital instructional materials, including digital OER. These new frameworks should 
continue key traditional best practices, but must also address digital content’s unique 
characteristics and advantages.  
 
Our conversation today will examine three core areas:  
 

•  Exploring Digital Content’s Unique Characteristics  

•  Understanding Traditional Quality Review Systems  
 

•  Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  
 

 



Exploring Digital Content’s Unique Characteristics  

•  Support student engagement and interactivity  
 
•  Facilitate timely and less burdensome content updates 
 
•  Permit more seamless adaption to student learning differences and styles 
 
•  Digital + Open Licensing enables lawful (and cost effective) reuse, 

redistribution, revision, remixing, and retention 
 



Exploring Digital Content’s Unique Characteristics  

Digital content’s unique characteristics raise key questions for policy  
makers: 
 
•  How might states and districts ensure quality and accuracy without sacrificing 

flexibility and differentiation?  
 
•  How do states and districts create policies for effectively judging, using, and 

refining digital materials? 
 
•  Who should be responsible for overseeing new quality assurance models?  



Understanding Traditional Quality Review Systems  

Full Course Content and Supplemental Materials  
 
•  Review rigor typically differs between these two classes of materials   

•  Basic/baseline requirements exists for both content types, however, to ensure 
they are: 

 
o Free of errors  
o Aligned to state standards  
o Free from bias 

•  The digital transition is beginning to blur this distinction   



Understanding Traditional Quality Review Systems  

State and District Roles Vary Nationally 
 
•  Some states grant districts full control of their instructional materials adoption 

processes  
 
•  Other states vet and approve materials at the state level and employ either 

mandatory or advisory approaches for district approaches (a growing number 
of states are using this approach) 

 
•  State-level systems can enable greater continuity and provide cost savings to 

districts, but ensuring digital content quality can happen at the state or district 
level   



Understanding Traditional Quality Review Systems  

Common Elements of Existing Quality Assurance Frameworks  
 

•  Establish Adoption Cycle  
 
•  State Proclamation/Call for Materials 
 
•  Bidders Conference 
 
•  Initial Materials Development and Submission 
 
•  Expert Panel Review 
 
•  Publishers’ Response and Committee Recommendation 
 
•  Public Comment and State Board of Education Action 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

•  Establishing a Clear Digital Vision Statement Grounded in Quality and 
Accuracy 

 
•  Designate Experienced State or District Leadership to Lead Quality 

Assurance Policy Development and Implementation 
 
•  Provide Guidance Describing the Characteristics of a Well-Balanced Quality 

Assurance System for Digital Content 
 
•  Support Educator Preparation and Professional Learning Opportunities 

Focused on Building Educator Capacity to Assess Digital Content Quality 
 
•  Ensure Sufficient Financial Resources to Establish and Sustain and Effective 

System of Quality Assessment of Digital Materials 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

Establishing a Clear Digital Vision Statement Grounded in Quality and 
Accuracy 
 

•  Quality 
 
•  Accuracy  
 
•  Accessibility  
 
•  Alignment to State Standards 

 
Communicate the vision to all stakeholders 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

Designate Experienced State or District Leadership to Lead Quality 
Assurance Policy Development and Implementation 
 
•  Empower practitioners (curriculum experts, professional learning specialists, 

content experts, technology leaders and more)  
 
•  Build stakeholders’ capacity to successfully implement the state and districts 

quality assurance strategy 
 
•  Ensure classroom evaluation and performance is considered 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

Provide Guidance Describing the Characteristics of a Well-Balanced 
Quality Assurance System for Digital Content 
 

•  Develop and provide tools and policies  
 
•  Establish uniform state or local indicators and standards  
 
•  Use an inclusive, not exclusive, approach to quality review 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

Support Educator Preparation and Professional Learning Opportunities 
Focused on Building Educator Capacity to Assess Digital Content Quality 
 

•  Include educator preparation programs among stakeholder groups  
 
•  Educator evaluation systems that guide or inform professional 

development resources should include relevant indicators  
 
•  Establish policies on educator created content (see 2014 SETDA paper) 



Identifying New Policy Approaches and Ideas  

Ensure Sufficient Financial Resources to Establish and Sustain and 
Effective System of Quality Assessment of Digital Materials 

•  Ensure legislators and state/local executives recognize value of new 
quality review strategies (and the reasons for updating them)  

 
•  Consider incentives for encouraging OER development, use, and 

refinement  
 
•  Examine whether current policies that govern purchasing, create financial 

or other barriers to the use of digital content  
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Related SETDA Publications  

Please visit SETDA.ORG to access related publications, including: 
 
•  “Out of Print: Reimagining the K-12 Textbook in the Digital Age” (2012) 
 
•  “Ownership of Teacher-Created Instructional Materials” (2014) 
 
•  “Accessibility of Instructional Materials in a Digital Age” (2014)  
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Questions 



Moving Forward 

•  The Policy Brief is available online now at setda.org 
and licensed CC BY for re-use. 

•  SETDA seeks your ideas on other topics to address 
in this series. 

•  REMINDER: SEPC maintains information about your 
state related to digital content and instructional 
materials policy. For more information visit: 
http://sepc.setda.org/  

Help SETDA keep SEPC up-to-date by 
sharing information with us. 


