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Digitized State Standards and 
Standards Management Instruments

Background, Process & Sponsors

The SETDA/JES&Co Implementation Framework for Achievement Standards Toolkit 
(IFAST) Toolkit includes tools, technologies and best practices that enable states to 
manage electronic versions of their academic standards, align resources and assessments 
consistently using open and interoperable methods, and embed digitized versions of  
academic standards into learning, assessment systems and systems of accountability.

SETDA partnered with JES & Co., a nationally recognized non-profit organization 
specializing in research and development on academic standards, to develop the IFAST 
Toolkit. The toolkit expands on the National Science Foundation’s Achievement 
Standards Network, the authoritative electronic collection of all state and national 
standards. This database of standards, developed to support the research and cataloging 
needs of the National Science Digital Library, is an open, interoperable collection of all 
the state’s standards and benchmarks and supports other key technology initiatives such 
as the Schools Interoperability Framework (SIF).

This resource is available for free to non-profit educational entities working for non-
profit purposes. The goal is to provide states the ability to maintain their standards in a 
uniform manner to simplify the process for all stakeholders including administrators, 
curriculum developers, teachers, parents, students and corporate partners.  

Since this tool is integrated into an existing Website, to access all the information please 
visit: http://www.thegateway.org/setdatoolkit.

This product was developed with JES & Co. as the lead sponsor and with support from 
the following companies: 

• Align to Achieve
• Certiport
• FutureKids
• Harcourt Assessment
• Pearson Education
• Riverdeep Interactive
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Toolkit Participants

Direction Setting Working Group – An in-depth in-person meeting during our Leadership 
Summit in 2005 where the following SETDA members and standards experts discussed 
the most advantageous and effective tools to come from the coming months’ work.

SETDA Members Field Experts
Lydia Amisone, American Samoa
Glenda Bequette, Illinois
Janet Broussard, Louisiana
Elsie Brumback, North Carolina
Chris Castillo, Arizona***
Anita Dilbert, Texas
Barbara Fardell, Michigan***
Rick Gaisford, Utah
Anita Givens, Texas
Liz Glowa, Maryland
Michael Golden, Pennsylvania
Kelly Griffin, Texas
Wayne Hartschuh, Delaware
Peg Henson, South Dakota
Pam Hoppe, West Virginia
Karen Kahan, Texas
Kate Kemker, Florida
Pete Knopf, Georgia ***
Mike Kozak, Nebraska
Connie Louie, Massechusuets
Melinda Maddox, Alabama
Mary Mehsikomer, Minnesota
Chuck Mitchell, Wyoming***
Lan Neugent, Virginia
Sandy O’Neil, New Jersey***
Bill Romond, Vermont***
Ferdi Serim, New Mexico
Don Simon, North Dakota
Arthur Skerker, Connecticut
Laura Taylor, Indiana

Brian Austin, Certiport
Tony Braun, Pearson
Fred Balfour, Align to Achieve
Carol Downing, Future Kids
Shoshana Green, Riverdeep
Kelly Goodrich, Harcourt
Mark Norton, Future Kids
Chris Willig, Net Trekker

*** Special Thanks!
SETDA would like to thank JES & CO for their support of this effort as well as the SETDA 
Members who provided input on the development of this tool regularly during monthly 
conference calls.
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