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Establishing a powerful Wi-Fi network to handle today’s data-rich
classrooms and day-to-day school operations is critical to the success
of our students, teachers, and administrators. School districts look to
their state educational technology leaders for guidance, policies, funding,
procurement vehicles, and support to ensure equitable access for all.

The foundation for any digital learning ready Wi-Fi network should begin
with a focus on teaching and learning goals at the school and state level.
Instructional adoption and the delivery of curriculum utilizing technology
rely on a strong confidence level in network stability, reliability, and
performance by teachers, administrators, and students. Extending your
network to include a robust and reliable wireless infrastructure is one of the
keys to enable digital learning.

One size does not fit all. State level approaches to supporting and
sustaining high-quality, digital learning ready schools vary. State leadership
teams should consider multiple solutions for Wi-Fi services and outline

a plan that best meets their governing model and creates successful
pathways to equitable access for their schools.

Growing demands on network capacity continue to escalate as
instructional, administrative, and operational applications rely on network
access. As network solutions reach capacity and complexity, often it

is difficult to determine how to optimize speed, security, reliability, and
capacity on wireless networks. States should leverage partnerships with
vendors and organizations to bring expert support to their schools and fill
the knowledge gaps that may exist among stretched technology staff.

SEDTA www.setda.org September 2017




	CONTENTS 
	Introduction  
	Putting the Pieces Together- Today’s Connected Schools 
	Broadband Imperative: Where We Are Today 
	Recommendation 1: Increase Infrastructure  to Support Student-Centered Learning 
	Recommendation 2: Design Infrastructure  to Meet Capacity Targets 
	Recommendation 3: Ensure Equity of Access for All Students Outside of School 
	Recommendation 4: Leverage State Resources  to Increase Broadband Access 

	State Perspectives on Building Broadband and Wi-Fi Connectivity Support for K-12 School Districts 
	A Closer Look at Wi-Fi-How Four States Are Taking a Leadership Approach to Internal Broadband Connec
	Pathways to High-Quality Wi-Fi Connectivity 
	Recommendations Checklist 
	Conclusion  
	Report Contributors  

